Dear Parents

Assalamu Alaikum

Welcome to term 1 newsletter of 2023. Like any
other Australian school, we started the year with a
big challenge to secure the school with the required
number of teachers due to the teacher shortage
which | assume you are aware of.

What a busy term one! We started the term with

benchmarking testing for primary children, ACER
testing for Years 2-10, cross country, Harmony Day
and NAPLAN testing. We ended the term with
Ramadan, Islamic Studies competition, the Annual
Quran Competition and the parent teacher
interviews.

The 2023 Annual Quran Competition and Ramadhan

Iftar were sponsored by the Embassy of The

Kingdome of Saudi Arabia. Our students participated

in this competition under three categories: the last

t wo Juzodz memori zati on, t he I
memoarization, and the whole Quran memarization.

We had five winners from each category; total of 15 Dr Mahmoud Eid

winners. The five winners for whole Quran
memorization received a laptop for each of them. ISC Principa|
The five winners of the | ast 5
received an iPad for each of them. The five winners

for the last 2 JuzO6u memorizati on
each of them. There were also some prizes for the

audience.
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As you know, our school is engaged in a number of
projects this year:

Alhamdulillah, we completed the Covered outdoor
learning area (COLA) in February.

- We are still working on clearing the bush around
the school i out of the 16 acres, we almost cleared
15 acres and it is now safe for everyone to access
but more work is still required.

- The work on the TAS building has just started in
March and we hope to complete it in July. The cost
for this project is $2,2M.

- We will start renovating the roof of Block E in May
and the expected cost is around $250,000.

We need everyoneds suppo
progressing the school from one stage to another.
We have plans for more projects over the next 5
years inshallah. We hope for your donations and EESS
support. For those who cannot contribute donations, 5
we seek your kind help and support to pay school
fees each term on time without the need for
reminders

On 4th April, we conducted our Annual Quran
Competition for 2023. This important event was
sponsored by the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia.
They provided laptops, iPads and Tablets for the
winners (total 15). The embassy also sponsored
Ramadhan Iftar at the school yesterday. we are
grateful to them for that, may Allah SWT reward
them abundantly and we hope for more cooperation
with the Embassy in the future inshal lah.




It is my pleasure, to share with you the names of the
winners in the three categories of the Annual Quran
Competition:

Category A: Whole Quran Memorization

AlHaitham Al Asfi- Laptop

Arwa Radwan - Laptop

Noor ElFeky- Laptop

Mohammad El Sayed- Laptop

Abdullah Bouhafs- Laptop

Category B: Last five Juz'u memorization
Abdurahman Al Khalil- iPad

Yousuf Qael- iPad

Basam EI Feky- iPad

Omar Radwan - iPad

Ziad ElSayed- iPad

Category C: Last two juz'u memorization

Ahmed Al Sabri- Tablet

Sarah Al Sabri- Tablet

Samah Hijazi- Tablet

Deema Saad- Tablet

Souleiman Ould Mohameden- Tablet
Congratulations to the winner students and their
families (total 15 students out of almost 5 0)
Mashallah, tabarakallah.

The top three in the last two categories will be
competing in the last two juz'u nationwide against
other contestants from all Australian States. They

need to be in Sydney for this purpose on the
competition day.

I will send you more details later on inshallah on the
time, date and the prizes for this competition. Please
encourage your children to participate and be ready
as it will be in June, | believe. Jazakumullah khair.

Inshallah, | will write to you again in term 2
newsletter to keep you updated on different school
matters.

Until then, Assalamu Alaikum.
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COLA (Covered Open Learning Area)
Project Completed

Alhamdulillah, another new project called Covered
Outdoor Learning Area (COLA) has recently been
completed at the Islamic School of Canberra. It is an open
plan shelter building of almost 200m? used as a flexible
learning space for the students. This structure can shelter
students from any inclement weather and be used as a

safe space for the home time assembly.

A short flashback is that the project commenced in July
2022 and was completed on in December 2022. The total
project cost was $240,594.55 (Excl. GST) of which
$84, 474 was contri but e-dslahiy
Practice and Dawah Circle (IPDC) while the remaining
amount of $156,120.55 was paid by the Australian
Government under its Capital Grants Program (CGP)
2022.

The new metal structure with Colourbond roofing sits well-
matched in the green surroundings of the s ¢ h o mitdée s =
area. In addition to the original project scope, the school
has added handrails for the safety of the children.
Furthermore, the school has wisely spent on another quick
initiative of almost $50,000 to landscape and install soft
artificial green grass and seating arrangements around the
COLA area which has really created a positive vibe among
the students, the staff, the parents and the community
members reminding that it is a value for money spending
for the school. The COLA is ready for official opening by
the Federal Minister of Education. We have invited the
Minister to book an appointment for the opening
ceremony. We do acknowledge the contributions of the
Australian Government and the Islamic Practice and
Dawah Circle (IPDC) to build this project.




Kindergarten Newsletter
Dear Friday, | love you!

Sincerely,

A Tired Teac¢

AN/

Assalamualaikum Dearest Kindy Koalas,

Yes, there is no doubt that | love Fridays, But | LOVE
you all a million times more! Alhamdulillah! | am

simply grateful to Allah (subh) for bestowing me

with such a wonderful class this year. Each one of
you are special and all of you are so close to my
heart.

| can happily and proudly say that you worked very
hard to learn the names of the letters of alphabet
and now you know and use the most common
sounds represented by these letters! You can also
read words including CVC words. How amazing is
that! We will continue to explore more on this next
term, InshAllah. It was great fun learning about
numbers in Maths! We also loved our lessons on
subitising. Our Arts classes were \ery exciting as we
explored the wonderful world of visual arts and
without no time, we became awesome artists!




Thank you so much for working so hard for the last
10 weeks. It has been a smooth journey for all of
us, Alhamdulillah. Yes, sometimes we struggled,
sometimes we slipped, sometimes we stumbled but
we never gave up. Together we rose.
CONGRATULATIONS!I my QGa Koalas, on the
successful completion of Term One.

Warm wishes

Mrs. Shahreen Rahman




Year 1 Newsletter

Assalamualaikum
Dear Parents and Carers

It has been a very productive start of the year. The
students settled in well after the holiday break. We started

the year setting up classroom routines such as our
classroom rules such as listening carefully during
classroom discussions by having a listening body, hands
off feet off to ensure we are foc ussing on learning and not
our classmates, follow teacher instructions to ensure we
understand the task we are completing, raising our hands

if we have questions to ensure we take turns, respecting

others, coming prepared for learning and walking in the

building. These rules have been put in place to optimise
student learning time.

English

During English we started off having silent reading

sessions to practice our reading skills. It was great to see
students improve in their reading skills. We discussed
some reading techniques if we come across tricky words
such as breaking up the word according to its sounds. The
students worked hard on their spelling tests every week. |

would like to congratulate the students for some really
good results every week. The challenge next term
will be to introduce more trickier spelling words. This

term we also introduced the students to proper

nouns and common nouns. We understood the
difference between the two.




Maths

During maths students have been working on place value
by working on what number comes before and after within

100. We also challenged ourselves to identify 100s and its
place value. Students got into a circle and practiced
counting starting at any number within 120 and saying the

next number. We also ordered numbers from lowest to
highest number and discussed why these numbers are
lower or higher. We challenged ourselves to practice
ordering numbers in the 100s and this created a discussion
about place value. We also worked on addition strategies
such as using a number line, pictorial addition and
subtraction and word problems.

Science

Students did some work on living and non-living things.
We looked closely at what it takes for something to be a
living thing such as the following questions:
Does it breathe? Does it need space? Does it reproduce?
Does it need food?
Students explored these questions to determine if it met
the criteria for it to be a living thing. At the time of writing
this newsletter students were creating their poster for
living things. Posters will be posted on ClassDojo as they
finish their poster. Students also sorted animals based on
their needs below you will see some examples: This is an
example of a student sorting out a living thing and a non -
living thing. We had great discussion and brought up the
above comments.

'Investigating Plant needs

We are also experimenting with what happens to a
plant when a need is taken away. To the left you
will see an example of plants we used. The first one
on the left has been given all the needs such as
water, shade and air. The second plant has been
without shade and kept outside for a while. The
third one has been without water for a few days
and the last one has been without air. As the term
ends we will see the overall reaction when the
plants are facing needs.

Art

Students have been learning about aboriginal
symbols in art. They started to create a story
based on the symbols aboriginal people use. We
will be posting out finished artworks on ClassDojo
in the coming weeks.

Humanities and social sciences

During Humanities and social sciences students have
been exploring family structures. They have been
busy interviewing parents about their family

structures and how it has changed overtime. We

explored that not every family has the same

structure and that the roles each member in the

household changes from family to family.

Health

During Health students have been learning about
their feelings. We covered what to do when we are
feeling scared, tired, stressed, nervous and
frustrated. On a weekly basis we covered the
feelings and the strategies we could use to support
ourselves when we face challenging situations.




Year 2 Newsletter

Assalamu Alaykormy dear studentgss

_ F 9K &8l 6 K IOF

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome
our Y2 students to the new school year. Pupils
have settled very well, already mastering daily
routines in their learning.

In Mathematics , Al-Noor Y2 students have been
learning the logic of different concepts of mental

strategies, place value, fractions, multiplication
and division.

In the world of fun where our pupils enjoy Science

experiments and outdoor observations. They have
been studying and recording what they see, feel,

hear, and smell. Our Y2 scientists have been using
skills of observation, recording, posing questions
and inquiring about how living and non -living
things differ.

I would like to express my gratitude to our
student- teacher Ms Nada AlJobouri who has
spared no efforts to educate our junior learners to
unpack the challenging concept of simple and
compound sentences.

In English, Students have been learning a variety
of linguistic concepts. They have been focusing
on word formation, parts of speech, sentence
structures, reading comprehension, punctuation
marks and phonemes.




In Arts, the Y2 learners have been discovering the
different types of visual arts. They have been enjoying to
learn about how The Indigenous people of Australia
depicted their culture through arts using nature as the
forefront in their daily life.

The weekly Vol leyball Clinic! It was the most
enjoyable part across the learning journey of Term One.
Students have had friendly volleyball instructors with
whom they have developed new sport skills.

Mr. Kayis Ablahd

Year 2 Classroom Teacher




Year 3 Newsletter

Wel come everyonTared Titansbu rc | 2a0s
have had a busy term with lots of learning and events
happening. We patrticipated in cross country, learnt some
volleyball skills, had a Questacon incursion and sat for
ACER and NAPLAN test. | am sure everybody will get
great results and make our school proud.

For English, we have been working on conventions of
language and learning new rules about spellings and
grammar. We have also been focusing on our reading
skills and comprehension strategies. We explored variety
of texts while focusing on narrative and persuasive writing,
as we were preparing for NAPLAN.

For Maths, we started by revising the concepts of place
values, skip counting, addition and subtraction and then
explored money, data, and fractions. We conducted
surveys in class and used our data collection skills to
organise the collected data in tables and graphs.

For Science, we extended our learning about living, non-
living and once living things and explored life cycles of
different animals and plants. Children enjoyed listening to
60The Very Hungry CatTeheikhfi
introduction to the life cycles. We studied life cycle of
butterfly, frog, numbat, and plants.

For History, we explored the concept of communities and
then discussed the local communities we are part of. We
also studied how communities have changed over time
and what factors influence these changes. This is the first
time, children get introduced to the subject of civics and
citizenship, and we learnt about differences between
rules and laws and why are they important.




We have been working towards Year 3 class moto i ®UR
CLASS | S ONE BandxhilErédnMie leafring to
work as a team towards a common goal of learning with
happiness. Finally, we have been able to establish a
routine that works for the classroom and give children
plenty of opportunities to express themselves in class and
the playground.

For visual arts, we explored the art of graffiti and
aboriginal art forms. We learnt to write our names in graffiti
styles and did some aboriginal dot painting with some
aboriginal symbols.

e
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inLi fe is what

always has been, always will
be. o

i Grandma Moses

Mrs Pavel Bajwa
Year 3 Teacher




